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Implementing the Natural Choice 
Where have we got to? Where are we going?  
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The Natural Choice... 

 

Set out how the value of 

nature will be mainstreamed 

by:  

ü joined-up action to protect 

and improve nature 

ü strengthening connection 

between people and nature  

ü creating a green economy 

ü leadership in the EU and 

internationally 

 

Healthy Natural Environment 

supporting growth and wellbeing 



Thinking Big... 



18 months on... 

Over 20 commitments already completed.  Highlights include: 

 

12 Nature 
Improvement 

Areas launched 

48 Local Nature 
Partnerships 

recognised 

New National 
Planning Policy 

Framework  

Ecosystems 
Markets Task 

Force 

Natural Capital 
Committee 

Green Food 
Project 

Green 
Infrastructure 

Partnership ς280 
organisations  



A bit of background... 

Monitoring & 

Assessment 

Healthy Natural Environment 

supporting growth and wellbeing 

How well will our ecosystems meet 

the needs of people and wildlife now 

and in the future?  



Ecosystem Assessment 

Lawton  

ωBigger, better, more connected 

ωReduce the pressure on wildlife 
by improving the wider 
environment. 
 

National Ecosystem Assessment 

ω¦YΩǎ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 
delivering some services well,  
but others in long-term decline 

ωChanging and growing demands 
of UK population + climate 
change 

 



Developing the framework... 

Conceptual Framework  

Analysis, Scenarios, Modelling... 

Monitoring & 

Assessment 

Healthy Natural Environment 

supporting growth and wellbeing 



Building on the UKNEA 

Å Valuing Nature Network 

Å Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services Sustainability 

Å Mapping & Assessment of Ecosystem Services 

Å Intergovernmental platform on Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services 

 

Economic Valuation 

WP3: Improved Modelling  

& Valuation 

Social Values 

WP4: Valuing Cultural Services 

WP5: Assessing Shared Values 

Scenarios 

WP6: Developing Scenarios 

WP7:  Policy Testing 

Application 

WP8: Cultural Drivers/Barriers 

WP9: Decision Support Tools 

Macroeconomics 

WP1: Natural Capital Asset Check 

WP2: Macroeconomic Implications  
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Supporting Decision-making... 

Conceptual Framework  

Analysis, Scenarios, Modelling... 

Monitoring & 

Assessment 

Priorities 

Valuation 

Techniques 

Tools &  

Approaches 

Healthy Natural Environment 

supporting growth and wellbeing 



Valuing Natural Capital 

Å   The Natural Capital Committee (NCC) 
ÅAdvises Government on how to ensure Englandôs  

natural wealth is managed to support economy and 

national well-being 

Å   First State of Natural Capital report due March 2013 

 



Market Solutions 

ÅWe are facilitating development of Payment 

for Ecosystem Services (PES) schemes 

o PES pilot research fund (funding 10 studies to 

develop PES approaches on the ground) 

o Best Practice guidance on designing PES 

schemes and Action Plan ï due this Spring 

Å The Ecosystem Markets Task Force... 

o identifying practical opportunities for business, 

including potential new markets that can flow 

from valuing nature 

 



12 

Biodiversity offsetting 

Å will achieve better outcomes for growth and biodiversity 

Å SoS keen to examine potential of offsetting  has to: 

ÅContribute to economic growth and create simpler system for 

developers 

Å Improve biodiversity 

Å Defra looking at options for implementing new offsetting scheme: 

ÅNeed to agree type of scheme 

ÅHow scheme would operate. 

Å Challenges : 

ÅHow would development impact 

 designated sites/species?  Need better  

 outcomes for biodiversity. 

ÅMandatory or voluntary?  What are impacts on planning system? 

[Replace text] 



Biodiversity offsetting 

Achieving better outcomes for growth and biodiversity 

Next steps? 

Å opportunities to enhance existing pilot projects?  

Å potential offsetting summit with developers, local authorities and NGOs? 

Å scope to engage with developers to establish demonstration projects? 

Å re-examine costs and benefits of offsetting in line with EMTF 

recommendations? 

Å consider whether the offsetting concept  

could provide a way of conserving  

protected species in the development  

process? 



Å Launched Oct 2011, to run 

initially for two years 

Å Enhance GI to strengthen 

ecological networks and  

improve communitiesô health,  

quality of life and resilience to  

climate change  

Å Open Partnership, led by 

stakeholders, facilitated by 

Defra/DCLG 

 

 

Å Brings together 280 organisations ï 

encouraging dialogue, sharing good practice, 

developing evidence, tools and ideas  

Å Aims to influence key decision makers  

(at all levels) 

 

Green Infrastructure Partnership 


